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PHIL 351: Political Philosophy    Instructor: Dr. Marie Jayasekera 
Course Syllabus Zoom Office Hours: W 11–12pm at:  
Fall Term, 2022 https://csulb.zoom.us/j/83133150678 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30–10:45am In-person Office Hours: W 12–1pm, in  
LA5-246 front of McIntosh Humanities Building 

   
 
This course will cover some of the most fundamental and influential ideas of texts and thinkers that are 
central to the modern Western political tradition, including Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, Mary Wollstonecraft, John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, and John Rawls. We will explore 
foundational questions of political philosophy, such as the nature of individual rights, the source of 
government authority, the justification of religious tolerance, and the meaning of political ideals such as 
liberty, equality, and justice. We will aim to not only understand the views and arguments put forward in 
the texts but also actively, critically, and collaboratively engage with them as well as our own views. 
 
Objectives 
Our goals in this course are: 

- To gain a good understanding of foundational questions of political philosophy and the answers 
thinkers in the modern Western political tradition developed to them 

- To develop our ability to read complex historical texts and identify, articulate, and analyze 
arguments and positions in them. 

- To make us more reflective in the way we use political concepts (e.g. liberty, equality, justice) 
and apply them to current events and debates. 

- To increase our facility in producing our own arguments and expressing them clearly both in 
writing and orally in class.  

 
Texts 
The following text, available in the bookstore, as well as online is required for the course: 
 
The Broadview Anthology of Social and Political Thought: From Machiavelli to Nietzsche, edited by 
Andrew Bailey, Samantha Brennan, Will Kymlicka, Jacob T. Levy, Alex Sager, and Clark Wolf. 
ISBN: 9781554814220 / 1554814227 
 
There are several different similar Broadview anthologies of social and political thought, which cover a 
range of periods and thinkers. Please make sure to get this edition.  
 
Course Requirements 
1. Attendance of and Participation in Class Meetings: Attendance of our class meetings is expected. 

Substantial philosophical work will be done during our meetings together: you should expect to 
clarify and deepen your understanding of the assigned readings; develop and refine your own views 
on the philosophical issues; and improve your reading, analytical, and communication skills by 
discussing the material and engaging with one another in small groups and with the class as a whole.  

 
Some guidelines regarding good participation in class: 

- Good participation ≠ constantly sharing your opinion.  
- Good participation can take a number of forms, e.g., clarifying the material in your own 

words, asking questions, helping to clarify or raising objections to the ideas expressed by 
your classmates, or trying out a position in order to assess its strengths and weaknesses. 

- Good participation always involves a good-faith effort to engage with the ideas from the 
readings and the ideas of your classmates and to actively participate in collaborative activities 
during our class meetings. 
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I encourage everyone—regardless of philosophical background, academic year, or previous 
knowledge of the assigned material—to share your thoughts and questions in class. In my view, we 
often gain philosophical understanding by working together to clarify confusions and move inquiry 
forward.  

 
Pandemic Caveat: If at any time you have an issue with illness, with the illness of a close family 
member or friend, technology issues, economic issues, challenges at home, or any challenges even 
tangentially related to COVID-19 and/or quarantine that affect your ability to attend class, please 
contact me immediately so I can make accommodations for you. Your health, well-being, and safety 
are essential.  

 
2. Reading and Preparation: Our class meetings will rely on your active participation, as your 

questions on the material and thoughts on the ideas and arguments from the readings will help guide 
the class discussion. Thus, the expectation in this course is that you will come to each class meeting 
having already read the assigned text for that day and you will be prepared to share your questions, 
thoughts, and insights about the material. 

- Make sure you bring the assigned text to class. 
- Active reading before class leads naturally to being prepared to participate in class. Active 

reading requires at minimum: (i) working through an author’s position and/or argument, (ii) 
formulating questions that express any confusion you have about the reading, and (iii) singling 
out what seem to you to be important points and connections.  

 
3. Weekly Written Questions/Analyses (10%): On a weekly basis, starting the third class meeting, by 

12 noon the day before we meet (Sundays or Tuesdays), you will be responsible for writing up 
either one well-thought-out question about the reading or an analysis of the main point of the reading.  

Guidelines regarding questions:  
- Your question should not be answerable simply by completing the reading, although it 

might indicate something in the reading that needs clarification or further explanation.  
- If your question is a request for clarification, the presentation of your question should 

also include a statement of what you find unclear as well as some attempt at making 
sense of what you think is unclear.  

- Your question should address an issue that you take to be significant in the reading. But 
note your questions about more minor issues, and bring them to our class meetings. 

- Your question could include an objection to an argument in the reading; a 
counterexample to a claim in the reading; etc. 

Guidelines regarding analyses: 
- Your analysis should be no longer than 250 words.  
- Your analysis should identify a main point in the reading in your own words or formulate 

an argument in the reading and support that identification with a reference to the text—
either a direct quote or a citation.  

These questions and analyses will not be evaluated—the purpose is to give you an opportunity to 
think through, on your own, the assigned material before we talk about it in class. Because of this, no 
late questions/analyses will be accepted. You are responsible for keeping track of how many you have 
submitted. If it is clear from what you have written that you didn’t do any of the assigned reading, 
what you submit will not count for credit.  
 
Grades will be determined as follows: 

100: 14 questions/analyses have been submitted   
95: At least 13 questions/analyses have been submitted 
85: At least 11 questions/analyses have been submitted 
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75: At least 9 questions/analyses have been submitted 
65: At least 7 questions/analyses have been submitted 
50: Fewer than 6 questions/analyses have been submitted 

 
4. Quizzes (15%): Starting the second week of the course, for most weeks we meet (unless there is 

another assignment due that week, quizzes will be administered through BeachBoard and due Friday 
nights by 11:59pm. They will be open-book and open-note. They will provide opportunity for you to 
assess your understanding of the material and practice the reading and writing skills you are 
developing throughout the course. For example, a quiz may ask you to identify the central issue of a 
text or explain a passage from the primary text and evaluate the passage’s significance. I will drop 
your two lowest quiz grades. 
 

5. Two Skills Writing Assignments (15% each): These short written assignments will ask you in no 
more than three double-spaced pages to do one or more of the following: present a problem or a 
position; formulate an argument or position from primary texts; present an objection we have seen in 
class to a position or argument; develop your own objection to a position or argument; or present a 
response to an objection on behalf of the author of the targeted view. 

 
6. Reflective Analysis (15%): You will write one analytical reflection on a news article, a reading from 

another class, or a documentary/campus event. News articles must be from a major news outlet (e.g., 
BBC, Al-Jazeera, New York Times, etc.; not a blog or company website). Documentaries or 
lectures/events must be at least 45 minutes in length and approved by me in advance if possible. The 
analytical reflection has three goals: (a) to get you thinking about how the themes we study in class 
relates to concrete issues, (b) to reflect on how they relate to the things you’re studying in other 
courses, and (c) to practice writing in advance of the longer paper. The analytical reflection may be 
submitted any time beginning September 21st until November 11th. Further details on the assignment 
are forthcoming. 

 
7. Final Paper (7–10 pages, 30% total): The final assignment for this writing intensive course is a 7- to 

10-page final paper. The paper will ask you to present and evaluate an argument or position from the 
primary texts, take a stand on an interpretive issue regarding any of the primary texts, or defend some 
other thesis. This paper will require you to engage with one or more secondary sources. You will 
determine the topic of the paper, in consultation with me. The writing process will involve submitting 
a paper topic proposal and a completed outline or partial or full first draft, participating in a peer 
review workshop, and incorporating the feedback from the workshop into your final draft. All aspects 
of the writing process must be completed to receive full credit for the final paper.  

- Statement of paper topic 
- Full Outline or First Draft  
- Peer Review 
- Revision 
- Final Version 

 
Evaluation 
Your final grade will be determined as follows (with adjustments for missed and late work): 
 
Undergraduates: 

a) Weekly Responses (10%)  
b) Quizzes (15%) 
c) Two Short Skills Writing Assignments (30%) 
d) Reflective Analysis (15%) 
e) Final Paper (30%) 
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Grading: I am committed to seeing students in my courses produce high-quality work, and I grade high-
quality work accordingly. I do not grade on a curve. For each assignment, I will make clear my grading 
standards for written work. 
 Note: Grades do not measure effort or improvement, as these factors do not go hand-in-hand with 
quality and are very hard to measure fairly. Grades reflect the quality of work that you submit to me, 
according to the standards mentioned. 
 
Policies 
Accommodations: Please don’t hesitate to communicate with me if you need accommodations for any 
kind of disability. Also, students with a disability or medical restriction who are requesting a classroom 
accommodation should contact the Bob Murphy ACCESS Center (BMAC) as soon as possible at 562-
985-5401 or email them at BMAC@csulb.edu. BMAC will work with you to identify an appropriate 
accommodation. 
 
Office Hours: Office hours are for your benefit. You don’t need an appointment to see me, and you don’t 
need to wait until an exam is imminent to drop by—you can use office hours to clarify course material, 
get feedback on your ideas, and talk about philosophical matters more broadly. If I’m talking with 
someone during my office hours, let me know that you’re here so that I can attend to you if your question 
is pressing or you don’t have much time to wait. If my office hours conflict with your schedule, you may 
meet with me at an alternate time by setting up an appointment (email me at 
marie.jayasekera@csulb.edu). 
 
University Withdrawal Policies: For information on dropping or withdrawing from courses, please see 
the current University policy: https://www.csulb.edu/student-records/dropping-and-withdrawing 
 
Face Coverings: Currently, CSULB is requiring everyone on campus to wear an approved face covering 
in all indoor campus spaces. Gaiters and bandanas are not considered acceptable face coverings. Students 
must wear their mask over their mouth and nose throughout class. Students unable to wear a face covering 
due to a medical condition should contact the Bob Murphy Access Center by phone at (562) 985-5401 or 
by email at bmac@csulb.edu. Students who have a personal, non-medical objection to wearing a mask 
during class should not enroll in this course.  
 
Communicating through Email: I am happy to answer questions over email. On weekdays, you can 
expect a response within 24 hours, but if you email me over the weekend I will likely not get back to you 
until Monday afternoon.  
 
Office Hours: Office hours are for your benefit. You don’t need an appointment to see me, and you don’t 
need to wait until an assignment is due to drop by—you can use office hours to clarify course material, 
get feedback on your ideas, and talk about philosophical matters more broadly. If my designated office 
hours conflict with your schedule, you may meet with me at an alternate time by setting up an 
appointment (email me at marie.jayasekera@csulb.edu). 
 
Writing Assignment Policies:  

- Extensions on writing assignments will be granted, upon request, for a good reason. To request an 
extension, email me at marie.jayasekera@csulb.edu at least 12 hours in advance of the deadline. 
(Rare emergency extension requests will be granted without meeting the 12-hour advance notice 
requirement.) 

- I will not read drafts of writing assignments, but I am happy to discuss ideas during my office 
hours. 

- I accept late work (but it will be penalized).  
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Plagiarism: Don’t do it. I take plagiarism (and academic dishonesty in general) extremely seriously—it is 
not only a theft of someone else’s ideas but a form of disrespect towards yourself, your fellow students, 
and me. You are responsible for understanding what plagiarism and academic dishonesty are. Familiarize 
yourself with the CSULB Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism, if you haven’t already, either in the course 
catalog or on the University’s website: https://www.csulb.edu/office-of-research-and-economic-
development/policy-cheating-and-plagiarism-ps-85-19 
Anyone found violating this policy will receive an F for the course and will be reported to the appropriate 
University officials. 
 
Unforeseen Issues: Please email me if anything comes up unexpectedly over the course of the semester 
that hinders your ability to complete the work for the course. I am committed to helping students in my 
courses carry out the best work they are capable of, but sometimes, especially these days, unforeseen 
events or issues get in the way. Do not ghost me and the other members of the class! I will work with you 
to make a realistic and reasonable plan for fulfilling the requirements of the course.  
 
Preliminary Schedule and Assignment Deadlines 
Because I am responsive to the interests, concerns, and needs of the particular students in this course, and 
due to the uncertainties stemming from the pandemic, the schedule may be revised as the semester 
progresses. You will be given plenty of notice, but it is your responsibility to check your CSULB email 
and the BeachBoard course site for updates.  
 
Detailed reading schedules will be distributed in class, and any secondary literature will be posted on 
BeachBoard.  
 
I. Introductory Material: Week 1 (Aug 22, Aug 24) 
Introduction to the course and to each other; the relation between political philosophy and philosophy; 
how to talk about arguments 
 
II. Hobbes: Weeks 2–5 (Aug 29, Aug 31, Sept 12, Sept 14, Sept 19) 
*SEPT 2 (FRI): Quiz #1 Due 
 
SEPT 5 (Mon): LABOR DAY – NO CLASS 
SEPT 7 (Wed): NO CLASS 
 
*SEPT 16 (FRI): First Skills Writing Assignment Due 
 
III. Locke: Weeks 5–7 (Sept 21, Sept 26, Sept 28, Oct 3) 
*SEPT 23 (FRI): Quiz #2 
*SEPT 30 (FRI): Quiz #3 
 
IV. Rousseau: Weeks 7–9 (Oct 5, Oct 10, Oct 12, Oct 17) 
*OCT 7 (FRI): Quiz #4 
*OCT 14 (FRI): Quiz #5 
 
V. Wollstonecraft: Week 9–10 (Oct 19, Oct 24) 
 
VI. Hume, Bentham, and Mill: Week 10–12: (Oct 26, Oct 31, Nov 2, Nov 7)  
*OCT 28 (FRI): Second Skills Writing Assignment Due 
*NOV 4 (FRI): Quiz #6 
 
VII. Marx: Weeks 12–13 (Nov 9, Nov 14, Nov 16) 
*NOV 11 (FRI): Paper Topic Proposal Due 
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*NOV 11 (FRI): Last day Reflective Analysis may be submitted 
 
NOV 21, 23 (Mon, Wed): FALL BREAK – NO CLASS 
 
VIII. Rawls: Week 15 (Nov 28, Nov 30) 
 
*DEC 2 (FRI): Full Outline or First Draft (partial or full) of Paper Due 
 
IX. Wrap-up: Week 16 (Dec 5, Dec 7) 
DEC 5: In-class peer review of full outlines or first drafts of final papers 
 
*DEC 16 (Fri): Final Papers Due 


